[Functional recovery in subtotal laryngectomies].
Subtotal laryngectomy, a valid treatment for carefully selected patients, is a safe oncologic procedure which preserves the cricoid-arytenoid unit creating a successful "neo-larynx" with valid phonatory and deglutition functions. At the E.N.T. Clinic of "La Sapienza" University of Rome from Jan. 1984 to Feb. 1992, 85 subjects underwent subtotal laryngectomy, 50 of which then underwent phoniatric examination. The remaining patients were not suitable candidates because of the trachealis cannula (14), or because they were lost at follow up (16). A total of 50 male subjects were examined. Twenty-eight underwent crico-hyoid-pexia, while 22 patients underwent crico-hyoid-epiglotto-pexia. Attention is drawn to the results which appear to be extremely variable with regard to each study group. We obtained better results with crico-hyoid-epiglotto-pexia than with crico-hyoid-pexia and we guaranteed a good social re-insertion in all cases.